MASTER LEASE

This lease is hereby made, entered into and executed this ______________ day of
_________________, 20___, by, between and/or among the 12th Congressional Region
Equipment Center, a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation having its principal place of
business at 600 Indiana Avenue, Blairsville, PA  15717, hereinafter referred to as the
“Center” and _________________________________________, organized and existing
under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with principal offices located at 
______________________________________________________________________, 
___________________ County, with a telephone number of (_____)________________, 
facsimile number of (___) __________________, hereinafter referred to as “Lessee”.

1.   EQUIPMENT
Center hereby leases to Lessee, and Lessee hereby agrees to lease from Center, the 
Equipment as more specifically set forth in the User Agreement.  User Agreement shall 
describe the equipment leased and the insurable value of equipment.  

2.  TERMS
Lessee does hereby lease said equipment from Center for the term as provided in the User
Agreement.

3.  USER FEE CHARGES
The User Fee Charges shall be as set forth in the User Agreement.

4.  USER CERTIFICATION 
The User Lessee certifies by leasing the equipment it has an operator competent to operate 
the equipment.



5.  INSURANCE
Lessee further agrees, at Lessee’s cost and expense, to procure and deliver to Center, 
simultaneously with or prior to delivery and/or receipt of equipment by Lessee, a certificate 
of insurance evidencing said insurance is in full force and effect, and shall keep in full force 
and effect during the entire term of this Agreement a policy or policies of insurance 
satisfactory to Center as to the insurer and as to the form and amount of coverage, with 
premiums prepaid thereon for the term of the Agreement, protecting Center against all loss 
and damages it may sustain or suffer because of the loss of or damage to said equipment, 
or any part thereof, in an amount equal to the insurable value of said equipment, or any part 
thereof, in an amount equal to the insurable value of said equipment as set forth in the User 
Agreement.

In addition, said policy must cover liability out of the operation or use of said equipment, or 
any part thereof, while in the custody, possession or control of Lessee.  This insurance 

shall have, at a minimum, limits of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) as to personal liability 
and One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) as to equipment damage liability.  Lessee shall cause 
Center to be named as an additional insured on the Lessee’s liability insurance.  Lessee 
shall evidence same by issuance of a certificate of insurance to Center evidencing said 
coverage.  A minimum of thirty (30) days notice of cancellation of said coverage must be 
given to the center.  It is understood that the procurement of insurance by Lessee as herein 
provided shall not and does not affect Lessee’s covenants, obligations and indemnities 
under this Lease, and the loss, damage to or destruction of any of the equipment leased 
hereunder shall not terminate this Lease, except to the extent and only to the extent that 
Center is actually compensated by insurance paid for by Lessee, relieve same of any of 
Lessee’s liability hereunder.  Lessee is and shall remain a full insurer of the equipment, and 
Lessee hereby releases and waives any and all defenses available to a bailee by law.

6.  TAXES
The Lessee represents to Center it is a tax-exempt entity.

7. SOLE OCCUPANCY
Lessee agrees that the equipment leased hereunder will not be occupied or used by any 
person other than Lessee or the agents, employees or invitees of Lessee.

8.  COMPETENT OPERATOR
The Lessee shall provide a competent operator to operate all leased equipment.

9. PERMITS
Lessee assumes all responsibilities and costs for obtaining and maintaining and all licenses, 
titles, permits, and/or occupancy of said equipment leased hereunder.  Lessee agrees that 
all certificates of title or registration applicable to the leased equipment hereunder shall 
reflect Center’s ownership thereof.

10. DEFAULT AND REPOSSESSION
In the event any act or obligation required of Lessee hereunder shall not be performed in 
the manner or at the time or times required by this Agreement or in the event bankruptcy 
proceedings are filed by Lessee.  Lessee shall thereby be and become in default under this 
Agreement, thereby vesting in Center the right without requirement of notice or demand, to 
declare all unpaid lease rentals to be due and payable forthwith, and to take possession of 
said equipment free and clear of all rights of Lessee without any further liability or obligation 
to redeliver same or any part thereof to Lessee and without to any extent releasing Lessee 
from any covenants, obligations and indemnities provided hereunder, including, but not 
limited to, Lessee’s obligation for the payment of the rental provided herein.
In the event Center shall retake possession of the leased equipment or any part thereof and 
there shall at that time of such retaking, be in, upon or attached to such retaken 

equipment any other equipment, goods or things of value belonging to Lessee or in the 
custody or control of Lessee, Center is hereby authorized to take possession of such other 
equipment, goods or things of value and hold same for Lessee either in Center’s 

                 
possession or, at the exercise of Center’s sole discretion, in public storage for the account 
of and at the expense of Lessee.

In addition, Lessee will indemnify and hold Center blameless for any damage incurred to 
Lessee’s equipment or the equipment of any third parties during the repossession of the 
leased equipment.

11.  DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES
Lessee agrees that there no warranties, express or implies, and that all warranties of any 
kind, including specifically and express or implies warranty of merchantability or fitness for 
any purpose, are hereby excluded both as the leased equipment and as to any 
maintenance or repair work performed by Center on the equipment herein.

12. MODIFICATION
The terms, covenants and other provisions of the Agreement may hereafter be changed, 
amended or modified only by a written instrument signed by both parties.

13.  USAGE AND MODIFICATION

Lessee shall not make, suffer or permit any unlawful use or handling of the leased 
equipment.  Lessee shall not, without Center’s prior written consent, make any changes, 
alterations or improvements in or to said equipment or remove there from any parts, 
accessories, attachments, or other equipment.  Equipment returned with accessories, 
attachments or other items missing will continue to be considered as rented until the missing 
item(s) is/are returned or replacement costs paid.

14.  CAPTIONS
Captions and headings to the paragraphs of the Agreement are for index purposes only and 
are placed there for the convenience of the reader, and thus do not constitute a part of the 
Agreement itself.

15.  TITLE
This transaction is a lease and not a sale.  The parties understand and agree that Lessee 
does not acquire and right, title, or interest in or to the equipment, except the right to 
possess and use said equipment as long as the Lessee is not in default of the Agreement 
itself.

16.  GENERAL INDEMNIFICATION
Lessee shall indemnify and hold Center harmless for any loss, cost or expense of any sort 
of nature, and from any liability to any person on account of any damage to person(s) or 
equipment arising out of Lessee’s operation or use of said equipment.
Lessee hereby specifically indemnifies Center, and agrees to hold Center harmless, against 
all loss and damages Center may sustain or suffer due to:

(a)        Damage to said equipment;
(b)        The death of, injury to or damage to any third person as a result of, in whole or in 
part, the operations, use or condition of said equipment or any part thereof while said 
equipment is in the custody, possession or control of Lessee; and/or
(c)        The failure of Lessee to maintain said equipment as agreed and provided herein, 
normal wear and tear accepted.


17.  REMOVAL NOT PERMITTED
Lessee shall not remove the equipment from the location specified in the User Agreement 
without prior written approval from the Center, and shall notify Center immediately of any 
levy or seizure thereof and shall indemnify Center against loss or damage resulting there 
from.  Center shall have the right to inspect said equipment at its option during the term of 
this Agreement and if Center believes the same to be overloaded beyond normal capacity or 
misused, abused, or neglected, Center may summarily remove and repossess said 
equipment, giving five (5) days notice to Lessee in writing.

18.  REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
Lessee agrees, at Lessee’s expense, to properly maintain said equipment in good repair 
and operating condition during the term hereof.

19.  APPROVAL
The agreement may only be amended or modified by written consent executed by the 
Managing Director of the Center.


20.  ASSIGNMENT
Lessee shall not have the right to assign this Lease or to sublet, rent otherwise hire out or 
part with possession of, any or part of the leased equipment, to any person, firm, 
partnership, association or corporation other than Center, without written consent of the 
Center.

21.  RETURN OF EQUIPMENT
Center, at any time following the expiration of the Agreement, without prior notice to the 
Lessee, may request the Lessee to return the leased equipment to the location designated 
by the Center or change any of the rates for the equipment leased hereunder.

If the Lessee, without any further written agreement, shall continue to possess or occupy the 
equipment leased hereunder after the expiration of this Lease or any extension thereof, with 
or without the consent of the Center, the Lessee shall then be considered to have renewed 
this lease Agreement upon the original terms pursuant to the Lease, subject to the current 
lease rates.

22.  TIRES 
The Lessee is required to practice reasonable care in the use of rubber tired equipment and 
will be responsible for any unusual wear or tear to the tires.  If Lessee Causes such damage 
as to require a new tire, the Lessee will be expected to pay to replace said tire with one of 
equal style and quality.  Repairable tire damage, such as cuts punctures, will be prorated.

23.  DAMAGE AND LOSS
Lessee shall be liable for any loss, damage or destruction of leased equipment.

24.  DELIVERY AND RETURN
All charges for leased equipment pick-up and return must be assumed by Lessee.

25.  PAYMENT TERMS
Rental payment are payable in advance unless other arrangements are made with the 
Center.  Rental charges not paid in advance shall be billed upon execution of the User 
Agreement.  Further, all rental charges and other related expenses shall be as provided in 
the User Agreement.  The delivery of equipment and the receipt of the User Agreement by 
mail or fax is sufficient to bind Lessee.

26.  ATTORNEY FEES
Lessee shall pay all costs and expenses, including attorney fees, where recovery of same is 
not prohibited by law, which is incurred by Center in enforcing any of the terms, provisions, 
covenants and indemnities of this Agreement.

27.  LAW APPLICABLE
This Agreement shall be interpreted and governed by the laws of the State of Pennsylvania.

28.  SEVERABILITY
The invalidity or unenforceability of any term or provision of this Agreement shall in no way 
impair or affect any of the other terms or provisions herein, which shall remain in force and 
effect.

29.  BINDING
This Lease, and all the covenants and provisions hereof, shall inure to the benefit of and be 
binding upon the respective heirs, legal representatives, successors and assigns of the 
parties hereto.

30.  UNDERSTANDING
Lessee has read and understands the provisions of the Agreement and agrees to abide by 
its terms and conditions.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Center has executed this Lease Agreement this ___________ day 
of ________________, 20__.

By:  GARY W. STUCHAL
       MANAGING DIRECTOR

____________________________________
(Signature)

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Center has executed this Lease Agreement this 
________________ day of ________________, 20___.

LESSEE

By:   ________________________________________
        (Print Name)

        ________________________________________
        (Title)

       _________________________________________
       (Signature)


Council of Government Affiliation______________________________________


                                   MEMBERSHIP COMPACT

This Compact is hereby made, entered into and executed this ___________________ day 
of ___________________ , 20___ , by , between and/or among the 12th Congressional 
Region Equipment Center, a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation having its principal
place of business at 600 Indiana Avenue,   Blairsville,   Pa    15717,   hereinafter   
referred   to   as   “Center”   and __________________________________________, 
organized and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with    
principal     offices     located     at___________________________________________, 
___________County, with a telephone number of (____) ______________________, and 
a facsimile number of (____) ______________, hereinafter referred to as “Lessee”.
WITNESSETH

WHEREAS the Center has obtained and is in the process of obtaining various types of 
surplus and excess equipment from the United States Federal Government and of 
refurbishing and repairing the same to make them usable by eligible public agencies to 
perform a variety of necessary public functions at a minimum cost; and

WHEREAS the Member is desirous that the Center act as its instrumentality in obtaining 
various types of surplus and excess equipment from the United States Federal Government 
so that they may obtain the use of said surplus and excess equipment by borrowing from the 
Center; and said Center is the sole source for the Member to borrow and/or loan said 
Federal surplus and excess equipment available; and

WHEREAS the Center desires to obtain and make available said surplus and excess 
equipment to the Member upon a first-come first-serve basis with the most reasonable and 
minimum conditions and cost to the same; and

WHEREAS the Member agrees to adhere to all applicable Federal and Commonwealth 
statutes and regulations regarding the proper use of said Federal surplus and excess 
property; and

WHEREAS the parties hereto are desirous of entering into a Compact which sets forth and 
describes the mutual obligations and responsibilities of the parties hereto.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises herein 
contained an incorporating the above-mentioned recitals as if the same were set forth more 
fully herein, and other good and valuable considerations, and intending to be legally bound 
hereby, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

1.        ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE  
That the Member agrees upon the execution of this Compact that it is obligated to pay a 
sum of Three Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($300.00) to the Center as a Membership fee.


2.        RATES, CHARGES AND COSTS TO BE CHARGED
The Center agrees to make available to its Members any and/or all equipment requested by 
them on a first-come, first-served basis, at the rates, charges and costs established by the 
Center.  Thirty days prior to increasing its rates, charges and/or costs, the Center shall 
notify the Member of the new rates, charges and/or costs.

3.        TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The Center and Member agree that said equipment shall be provided to the Member upon 
the terms and conditions set forth more fully upon the front and back pages of the User 
Agreement and Master Lease Agreement, which are made a part hereof, as if the same 
were fully set forth herein.  It is understood and agreed between the parties that while it is 
intended that a separate User Agreement shall be executed for each and every item loaned, 
nevertheless, in the event that any pieces of equipment are picked up or delivered by the 
Member of his authorized representative without said User Agreement being first executed, 
the said terms and conditions as set forth on the front and back pages of the User 
Agreement and the Master Lease Agreement shall nevertheless be and remain in full force 
and effect as the understanding of the parties.

4.        TERM OF AGREEMENT
This Compact shall commence immediately upon the execution of the Compact by the 
Member and the Center and shall continue and remain in full force and effect for a period of 
one (1) year from the date of execution.  Thereafter, it shall automatically renew itself for 
one (1) year periods unless either of the parties hereto notified the other in writing thirty (30) 
days prior to the expiration of any of the one (1) year periods that they do not wish to renew 
said Compact.  Upon the automatic renewal of this Compact for each additional one (1) year 
period the Center shall submit a bill for, and the Member shall be obligated to pay within 
thirty (30) days after said billing, the Annual Membership fee in the amount of Three 
Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($300.00).

5.        ALLOCATION OF RATES, CHARGES AND COSTS TO MEMBER FEE BILLING
The parties hereto agree that upon execution of this Compact and the payment of the 
Membership fee, the Member shall be entitled to obtain for use any of the equipment 
available at the Center on a first-come, first-served basis for periods of time as designated 
by the Member.  The Center shall after each said use calculate and compute the exact costs 
for the use of said equipment (including rental rates, labor costs, fuel costs, transportation 
costs and cleaning or damage costs, if any) and shall bill the said charges to Member, who 
shall be obligated to pay said charges within thirty (30) days of 

billing.  In the event the bill is not paid within thirty  (30) days, an interest rate of one and 
one half percent (1-1/2%) per month shall be added on the unpaid balance.  The Center 
reserves the right to refuse further loaning of equipment is said balance is not paid within 
thirty (30) days after billing and until such time as account becomes current.

6.        MEMBER CERTIFICATION
The Center reserves the right to refuse to loan any pieces of equipment to the Member if 
the Member does not have an operator capable of operating same.  The Member certified to 
Center upon leasing the equipment that is has an operator competent to operate said 
equipment.  Further, that the Member shall have full responsibility for any and all projects 
and work which it performs using the equipment and/or personnel of the Center regarding 
the nature of the work or project, its legal right to perform said work or project and the 
appropriateness of its performance of said work or project.  Accordingly, the Member shall 
indemnify and hold harmless Center from and against any and all suits and judgments from 
damages for personal injury, death or damage to real or tangible personal property, arising 
out of or in connection with the rental and use of equipment.

7.        DESIGNATION OF REPRESENTATIVES
The Member shall authorize and designate at the bottom of this Compact one or more 
proper and responsible representatives who shall be authorized to act for and on behalf of 
the Member as its representative, agent and/or employee empowered to request and obtain 
equipment on behalf of the Member.  Said individual or individuals shall obligate the Member 
to be responsible under the terms and Conditions of said User Agreement for the use, 
protection and return of said equipment.  The Center shall be notified in writing as required 
of any deletion or changes in persons authorized to act as above on behalf of the Member, 
and until said notification is received by the Center, all actions of representatives, agents 
and employees previously designated by the Member shall continue to be binding.

8.        RIGHT OF MEMBERS
The parties hereto agree that the term “Member” as used herein shall designate only a 
municipality, school district or other eligible public agency donee under the Pennsylvania 
State Agency for Surplus Property pursuant to Provisions of 203(j) of the Federal Property 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, and other federal regulations.  The 
designation of an eligible party as a Member under and by this contract shall only entitle 
such party to the use of said equipment at the rates charged to all other Members, upon the 
same terms and conditions.  Said designation and nothing contained herein shall entitle and 
Member to any other powers, rights or responsibilities with regard to the ownership and/or 
operation of the Center, ownership of the equipment or any rights, obligations or duties with 
regard to the ownership, operation, and/or obligations of the non-profit corporation herein 
known as the “Center.”



9.        PUBLIC USE OF EQUIPMENT
It is understood and agreed by the Member that any and all equipment provided to the 
Member under this Compact is for its exclusive use only, and may be used only for the 
proper use of the eligible donee Member and that in no event shall any equipment so 
provided ever be used by a Member or its representatives, agents, and/or employees for 
private or commercial purposes.  Any such use is violative of the criminal statue of the 
United States Government and of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and any such use by 
any party or person will subject the same to criminal prosecution.  It shall be the exclusive 
duty of the member to insure that equipment obtained by it under this Compact is used by 
itself, its representatives or any of its agents or employees for proper public purposes only 
and in no event for private of commercial uses.

10.        MEMBER’S INSURANCE RESPONSIBILITY
It is understood and agreed that the member obtaining the use of any and all equipment 
under this Compact is fully and completely responsible for obtaining and/or possessing its 
own general liability insurance coverage and/or any other insurance coverage which it may 
desire to protect itself during the rental and/or use of this equipment.  The Member is 
obligated to take any and all action which may be necessary to insure that its use of this 
equipment is covered by the Member’s own general liability insurance policy.  The Center 
does not insure the Member for any personal injury, property or general liability with regard 
to the rental, use or operation of any equipment obtained by the Member under this 
Compact.  It is expressly and exclusively the duty and obligation of each Member to protect 
its own interests by obtaining said insurance coverage and/or insuring that it is properly 
covered and has taken whatever action is required under its presently existing general 
liability insurance policies.  It is agreed between the parties that the Center has no 
responsibility, obligation or duty if the Member fails to protect itself ass above.  The 
Insurance Responsibility of the Member is more specifically set forth in the Master Lease 
Agreement, which is incorporated herein and made a part hereof.

11.        CENTER’S RESERVATION OF RIGHT
The Center reserves the right to allow non-member eligible donees to use and/or rent said 
equipment, subject to the superior right of Members to be served on a first-come, first 
served basis.  Non-member eligible donees will be served at rates, costs, and charged to be 
established be the Center, which are not as favorable as those accorded Members under 
this Compact.

12.        WRITTEN CONTRACT
That this Compact including the User Agreement and Master Lease Agreement constitutes 
the entire contract between the parties hereto and that there is/are no other 
understandings, representations or warranties, either oral or written, relating to the subject 
matter hereof.  Any changes, deletion and/or additions to this contract shall be in writing and 
approved by the parties hereto.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF and intending to be legally bound hereby, the parties hereto have 
caused this Compact to be executed by their officers who are properly authorized to do so.






MEMBER:                                                                                   ATTEST:

By:   ____________________________ 
        ____________________________

        ____________________________                                    Secretary (Seal)

CENTER:                                                                                     ATTEST:

By:    ____________________________
         ____________________________
                                                                                                      Secretary (Seal)


        _____________________________
     

The member hereby designates the following individuals as its representatives, agents 
and/or employees pursuant to Paragraph 7 above to be its authorized representatives and 
act on its behalf as therein stated.

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
